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2022 4 Star 8 Horse Stock Combo/ Polo

28'x 8'x 7' tall Polo GN, 2 torsion 8,000 axles with 235/85R16 14
ply tires, 12,000 hydraulic single jack, tapered gooseneck, polished
corner caps, LED lighting, DOT tape. #39804

Tarsitda iedw

2022 Trails West Adventure MX II
Double rear doors, walk in tack room with 4 place
swing out saddle rack, carpeted gooseneck floor,
carpeted drop, #48622

© o

2022 Trails West Trails

West 3 Horse Classic

7'6” Warmblood! Extra stall width and height!
All aluminum skin, stainless steel nose and
sides, painted black top rail,

#74642

2022 Swift Built 24’

Stock Combo

7K Dexter axles, punch hole pattern, 5’ high
sides, running lights, single bulldog jack,
diamond steel rock guard in the front,
#01171

Serving North America - Nationwide Warranty - Coast-to-Coast Delivery

YoorSwarr [OR -"1 CHECK OUR DNLINE INVENTORY - WE TRADE EVERY DAY - SEVERAL GOOD USED L.Q. TRAILERS AVAILABLE!
“sxeie 2 VISIT US TODAY! WWW.MURDOCKTRAILERS.COM

LOVELAND, CO
M“nnncK TnnllEns 970 663 1 100 3550 SCR 51-25 Exit 254 on West Frontage Road
sales@murdocktrailers.com

Aggressive Financing DeliverySeveral Used L.Q.’s Available 1.800.688.8757

* Giant Inventory * 5 Major Brands * Nationwide Delivery  Large Selection of Living Quarters in stock Easy Financing
H\I * Professional and Knowledgeable Sales Staff + Aggressive Pricing

Prices do not include tax or license. We believe the information on this ad to be accurate. Any errors or discrepancies are unintentional. Please verify all information prior to investment.
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12: “Today is a joyous occasion celebrating
the once in a lifetime honor for these
rodeo personalities,” said Kent Sturman,
Director, Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame and
Museum of the American Cowboy

- Rodeo News

8: The Governor of Oklahoma (Kevin
Stitt) welcomed the 2021 IFYR
(International Finals Youth Rodeo) to
town by posting the colors in the grand
entry. Champions walked away with
upwards of $250,000 in payouts. The
six-day event featured over 930 entries
from 35 different states.

- JenningsRodeoPhotography.com

28: Featuring roughly 1,200 contestants
from 44 states, five Canadian provinces,
Australia, New Zealand, and Mexico, the
NJHFR (National Junior High Finals Rodeo)
is the world's largest junior high rodeo.
Pictured is Hadley Thompson, Yoder, Wyo.,
10.4, the 2021 breakaway champion.

- Acentric Rodeo
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Regular Feature | From the Chief Cook and Bottle Washer/ Mailbox

DOGS, HORSES
& RODEO

s I’'m writing this, our little miniature
dachshund (Ruby the tension tamer
on page 2) is recovering
from a massive infection that
included teeth and eyes ...
the horse threw her shoe for
the second time in two weeks
. and we are supposed to
be in Cheyenne passing out
magazines.
Life happens and it’s up to
us to make it work. I have
put lots of tears in the jar
over this little dog — what
I could have done differ-
ent and how I can help her
ease the pain. Psalm 56:8
You keep track of all my sor-
rows. You have collected all
my tears in your bottle. You
have recorded each one in

soft spot for dogs in my life and this one
got me good.

The bright spot in this is Jaicee Williams —
an intern that came down in the thick of all
my sorrow and is so eager tolearn and “be in
the pit” at Cheyenne. She came from Wall,
South Dakota, and she has been writing for

[

above left: My friend, Mary Stilson, and Ruby above right: Wilma Fulgham
at the 2018 WNFR. bottom: Fred McClanahan, Jr, PRCA Photographer, Tom
Hirsig, President & CEO of Cheyenne Frontier Days, meeting Jaicee Williams

- photos by Rodeo News

your book.

It’s hard when you don’t

sleep at night and wonder what you could
have done better. All we can do is wake up
and be better — take care of what’s at hand
and keep moving forward. I have a real
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Rodeo News for a few months now. To see
her excitement to experience Cheyenne has
rubbed off. See her article on page 111.

I think we take each day as new and see it
from a child’s eye — or Jaicee’s eye ... take
everything in and make it a great day to
celebrate our Great God.

The other blessing is having my
good friend Wilma Fulgham as the
Back When They Bucked. She was my
mentor and great friend in the media
room for decades at the WNFR.

May the Lord give you peace at all
times.

Siri Stwvens
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Page 12: Butch Kirby riding General Isama at

the NFR in 1975- courtesy of PRCA


http:// www.rodeonews.com 
http:// rodeonews.com 
mailto:info@rodeonews.com
mailto:lacey@rodeonews.com
mailto:andrea@rodeonews.com
mailto:rodeo@rodeonews.com

SEE SALE CONSIGNMENTS AT THEEUCKLEBARN.COM

1;.'. ‘ £ :
% e
:.\ - -‘I .
= e ! L
. h ‘.,..llllll... -
3
"'“t!-l!ll.‘lhi-t[l.l-'ll-‘pl nutHH RACE

PINK BUCKLE BARREL I—IDRSE

SALE

OCTOBER 8,2021 ¢ 8am PREVIEW « 1pm SALE

INK BUCKLE BARREL RACE
FUTURITY & 4D

AT THE LAZY EARENA IN GUTHRIE, OK

Featuring Pink Buckle prospects and mares bred to Pink Buckle stallions that represent the very best in

the barrel racing industry. From the reputable breeding programs of the Pink Buckle stallions, comes
future champions that we are proud to offer to the public.

/ ﬁ | $200 000 2021 SALE GRAD INCENTIVE
$1 00K FUTURITY & $100K OPEN 4D
--.___.--"" SALE GRADUATES ARE ELIGIELE FOR THE PINK BULCELE SALE INCENTIVE PAYOUT FOR FUTURE YEARS!
\—/ PINKBUCKLE.COM
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Special Feature | The Rodeo Clown Reunion

The Rodeo Glown Reunion

WHERE LAUGH-GETTERS & COWBOQY SAVERS RELIVE THE PAST

courtesy of Gail Woerner

he ProRodeo Hall of Fame and the

Douglas County Fair & Rodeo is

the destination for the 23rd Rodeo

Clown Reunion. It is a time for
retired bullfighters, funnymen and bar-
relmen to gather and reminisce, don their
only familiar baggy britches and personal
make-up, and spend time doing what they
did “back in the good old days”. They sign
autographs, perform old acts and kibbitz
with the fans. When they have a few min-

utes to catch their breath in between gigs,
they visit with other honorees and tell sto-
ries of earlier arena days and things that
happened they well remember and other
rodeo clowns who are no longer with us.
The purpose of the Rodeo Clown Re-
union is to show these seniors that we
are grateful for what they did in the rodeo
arena entertaining the audience and saving
the bull riders from serious harm and more.
Their abilities to promote a rodeo and put

left: The clowns at the 2018 Reunion in Ft. Worth
center: Signing autographs before the rodeo
bottom left: Horse Racing

- Rodeo News

a smile on the spectators faces is so impor-
tant to the success of an event and we are
grateful for their years in this profession
and their willingness to entertain.

On August 6th, the honorees will be at
the ProRodeo Hall of Fame with programs,
acts, and autographs. It will be a day which
anyone can spend with these characters
and cowboy heroes, asking questions and
learning about the life of a rodeo clown.
How did they happen to choose this profes-
sion? How dangerous is it to stand in front

continued on page 45...

103" CELEBRATION OF THE DOUGLAS COUNTY EAIR & RODED

> Pt
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Thursday:Aug 5 2:00pm - 10 00pm | Friday, Aug
_:OOam 11:30pm | Su.ngay, Aug

L

2:00pm - 11:30pm
:00am - 4:00 p.m.

k

Xtreme Bulls Thurs, Aug 5th 7pm

FanZone 5-Tpm & Mayhem Racing Charities
Rodeo and Show | CruisinforCauses

Fri, Aug 6th

Military Appreciation CASTLEROCK AUTO-
PLEX ProRodeo Tpm

Sat, Aug Tth

Beyond the Dirt - Meet the Legends, Learn
about ProRodeo and All Things Ag 1-2pm
Outdoor Arena

Rodeo Clown Reunion Autograph Session
presented by HayCo 5-Tpm

CASTLEROCK AUTOPLEX ProRodeo Honor-
ing the Rodeo Clown - Funny Man - Barrel

Slack 10am Man Reunion
Rodeo Clown Reunion Autograph Session Sun, Aug 8th - FREE General Admission Day
presented by HayCo 5-Tpm at the Fair courtesy IREA

Rodeo Clown Reunion Autograph Session
presented by HayCo 11-1pm
CASTLEROCK AUTOPLEX Family Day (Dis-
counted Tickets) ProRodeo 1pm
DouglasCountyFairAndRodeo.com
120/133-6941

500 Fairground9iRd., Castle Rock, COR.

DUUGLASCUUNTYPAIRANDRﬁDE
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MAD. MEAN.
MISERABLE.

article by Mark Eaton

ad is often our response when

hard words are spoken by

someone we love. We get

bruised and getting mad offers
us an illusion of control.

We choose a mad response, in some
cases, because we know no other way. In
other cases, it is the appearance of control
that has appeal. Or maybe it’s because
we are scared and want to feel big. Re-
gardless, the pattern is that something
happens and the mad gets triggered. The
mad might present as a snide smile, a
mocking laugh, a look of disgust, an eye
roll, an arrogant sigh, a sudden silence
or an outright yelling session. Mad often
smiles easier than it shouts.

Mad folks tend to be mean folks. In
an overt or covert way. Doesn’t matter.
Mean is mean and intends to right the
“wrong” by wronging the wrong doer. Or
the universe. Or the dog or the idiots on
the road that day. Or everyday. It can be
passive-aggressive, the silent treatment,
sabotage, gas-lighting, contentiousness,
pouting, punishing, plotting revenge or
outright yelling hurtful words.

We’re not sure why he was mad or
what triggered his meanness. However,
yet another, in this case a retired Federal
Marshal was not mourning his father’s
passing. I told him I was sorry for the loss
of his dad. He said: “...don’t be. I don’t
feel any loss. Dad made sure of that by
the time I was 10 (yrs old).” After years
of making repair attempts with his father
he simply quit trying. His dad was mad
and mean.

Miserable. Being mad and mean causes
a terrible unrelenting tension. Tightness.
Locked up. Can’t laugh freely and sure
can’t cry freely. It’s a state of dull misera-
bleness. Isolated and lonely in the rusted
tower of self-righteous and self-justified
anger. All the while missing out on the
best of life. It is self-fulfilling and self-
sabotage in its classic predictable form.

His whole life was a “chosen misera-
bleness of his own making and he spread
misery to everyone around him”. Obvi-
ously then, his misery grew deeper. Ev-
eryone saw it except him. The loneliness
ate away his insides. He blamed the cos-

mos. He doubled-down and re-justified
his anger. His misery darkened. Repeat
over a lifetime. Failed strategies do not
become successful by increasing one’s
commitment to them. We avoid these
folks. Don’t be this guy.

Change is hard and gets harder with
time and exponentially harder when fu-
eled by fools’ blind pride. Mad gets Mean.
Mean gets Miserable. Misery multiplies.
Mark it down.

There is stronger way. Here’s a qua-
druplet that might be useful.

Hurt. Humble. Happy. Helpful.

When that person we love says a hard
thing or fails to come through for us we
can get hurt. I tell men to be tough enough
to feel the hurt. Don’t be such an emo-
tionally driven person and go to “mad”
like a week-old calf goes to mamma. Own
the hurt and play the adult. Faceit. Name
it. Feel it. Don’t childishly lash out at the
nearest weakest thing. This paragraph is
my story. This is my speech to myself. It
is easier to type about it than to actually
do it in the moment. I want to be man
enough to admit the hurts.

A better, more courageous, godly and
ultimately, bridge-building place, is to go
toward humility. Face the mirror and see
my part in the issue. See my selfish goals
for what they are. Be humble enough to
gently talk about it.

This is the work of mature adults. It

Christian Corner | Regular Feature

Susie and Mark at the Grand OI' Opry
- courtesy

seems | have a ways to go. Even Christ,
who was always right, lead with humility
and the result was.....well....reconciling
the entire world to God.

Humble is powerful. World chang-
ing. Life changing. My father modeled
this for me when I was 25 yrs old. [ wrote
about it 75 articles ago. The strength of
his humility grand-slammed my life to a
better place.

We want to be happy and not miser-
able. But some try to get happy through
mad and mean ways. It’s 100% failure
every time. The pathway to happiness is
through this idea of being humble when
we get hurt.

It is strange counter-intuitive, counter-
cultural and counter to our nature.

So if we want to be happy, we need to
give up the pouty mad-mean routine.
Have to courage to be humble and build
the bridges. Be this guy. This guy is actu-
ally helpful to the rest of us. We respect
this guy. We let them in. They teach us.

Jesus was. Authentically powerful.

For me, I need to humble up a whole lot
more often.

Philippians 2:5-9 %

Mark Pastors CornerStone Church in Atoka, OK
on Sundays they are not on the road.
Mark@-EatonLeadership.org
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Results | International Finals Youth Rodeo

INTERNATIONAL FINALS YOUTH RODEO

JULY 11-16, 2021 + SHAWNEE, OK

THE [FYR CROWNS CHAMPIONS AND AWARDS UPWARDS OF

$250,000 IN SHAWNEE

Breakaway roper Della Bird (Williston,
FL) delivered a powerful performance
when her string broke away from her sad-
dle horn at the 2.0 second mark in the final
round Friday night. After defeating the all-
around cowgirl Taylor Cuccurullo’s (Pilot

HAWNEE, Okla. --- In front of

an electric crowd at the Heart of

Oklahoma Expo Center, rodeo

athletes from across the globe
were crowned IFYR (International Finals
Youth Rodeo) champions and walked
away with upwards of $250,000 in pay-
outs. The six-day event featured over 930
entries from 35 different states.

California bareback rider Jacek Frost
(Browns Valley, CA) landed in the final
round after a 77.0 ride in the first go and a
79.0 ride in the second go alongside Luke
Thrash (Bastrop, LA) and Bradlee Miller
(Huntsville, TX). The California High
School Rodeo athlete topped Thrash’s and
Miller’s averages after earning a 74.0 in the
round to land the championship position.

Theteam roping duo Brodee Snow (Ben-
tonville, AR) and Jordan Lovins (Canadian,
TX) found themselves in the short round
after earning two of the fastest times in the
long rounds. Snow and Lovins matched
up against Wyoming cowboys Coy John-
son (Buffalo, WY) and Jade Espenscheid
(Big Piney, WY) along with Kreece Dear-
ing (Chico, TX) and Beldon Cox (Weath-
erford, TX). The dominate wave of team
roping youth ended with Snow and Lovins
recording a 7.0 final round run, besting
Johnson/Espenscheid 22.8 second average
and Dearing/Cox’s 23.6 second average.

The Garden City, Kansas steer wrestler
Tanner Meier delivered almost identical
times to Newark, Illinois Cowboy Gar-
rett Leathermans in the first two long-
rounds. The two athletes tied in the short
go, but Merier’s split second better time
from the second go would best Leather-
man’s 14.6 average with a 13.5.

Being the only saddle bronc rider to
cover all three, Statler Wright (Millford,
UT) - Who is brother of 3x World Cham-
pion Stetson Wright, exhausted the com-
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petition earning the high-marked-ride in
two out of three rounds at the IFYR and
earned more than $2500.

1: 2021 IFYR Champions

2: Della Bird

3: Jacek Frost

- JenningsRodeoPhotography.com

Point, TX) 2.3-second time and Kaydence
Crawford’s (Stephenville, TX) 2.4-second
run to earn the top time in the average.

After earning one of the fastest times
of the week’s in the second-go with a
7.7-second run, Trevor Hale (Perryton,
TX) backed into the box having to run
a 9.1-second time or better to win. The
Texas tie-down roper earned the number
one spot in the average after notching ex-
actly a 9.1-second time and besting Dylan
Hancock’s (San Angelo, TX) 25.8 aver-
age by one-tenth of a second.

After earning an advancement to the
Final Round for landing two of the fastest
times of the week, Payton Askins (EI Ca-
jon, CA) went into the final round as last to
go behind Haiden Thompson (Yoder, WY)
and all-around cowgirl Taylor Cuccurullo
(Pilot Points, TX). Thompson opened the
final round with a swift 16.4 second run
which was followed by Cuccurullo’s 16.2
second time. Askins had to make a run
faster than 16.9 to win the average and de-
livered an abrupt 16.0 second run to take
home the top spot in the average.

Tate Pollmeier (Fort Scott, KS) was un-
stoppable in the Bull Riding. The former
2x Kansas Junior High School Bull Riding
Champion recorded an 84.5-point score
in the long round, prior to delivering the
highest marked ride of the night with an
impressive 88.0 points.

Kaylie Garza (Marion, TX) won the
goat tying title at the [FYR courtesy of her
7.4 and 7.6-second run in the long round,
and her 7.1-second run in the showdown
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.. continued

round, all three the quickest times of the
rounds. Garza topped Staheli Adams (Ce-
dar Park, UT) 23.6 average. In the pole
bending high school pole bending record
holder Rylee Hardin (New Castle, TX)
and expertly navigated the course as her
19.9-second run in the final round was
the quickest, distancing runner-up Kylie
Cliburn (Prairieville, LA) who recorded a
19.9-second run.

AVERAGE WINNERS

Barrel Racing:

Payton Askins, El Cajon CA 48.767/3 $1,694.81; Haiden
Thompson, Yoder WY 49.616/3 $1,473.75; Taylor Cuc-
curullo, Pilot Point TX 49.625/3 $1,252.69; Biloxi Shultz,
Abilene TX 49.723/3 $1,031.63; Rylee Butler, Arcadia FL
49.793/3 $810.56; Kylie Jo Castor, Springdale AR 49.817/3
$589.50; Kiley Slavin, Goodwell OK 49.855/3 $368.44;
Jordan Morman, Gillette WY 49.927/3 $147.38

Pole Bending:

Rylee Hardin, New Castle TX 60.172/3 $1,060.31; Kylie
Cliburn, Prairieville LA 61.861/3 $877.50; Paisley Pierce,
Sweeny TX 62.435/3 $694.69; Jayci Lee Byler, Bellville TX
62.474/3 $511.88; Konner Bickerstaff, Ada OK 62.544/3
$329.06; Millie Frey, Eunice LA 62.635/3 $182.81

Breakaway Roping:

Della Bird, Williston FL 7.0/3 $1,896.64; Taylor Cuccurullo,
Pilot Point TX 7.2/3 $1,649.25; Kaydence Crawford,
Stephenville TX 7.4/3 $1,401.86; Emma Ricke, Lawton AL
7.8/3 $1,154.48; Kaylie Garza, Marion TX 8.9/3 $907.09;
Claire Vincent, Sulphur LA, Kate Kelley, Tahlequah OK

split 17.0/3 $536.01 ea; Owen Gibson, Gadsden TN 4.5/2
$164.93

Goat Tying:

Kaylie Garza, Marion TX 22.1/3 $1,187.55; Staheli Adams,
Cedar City UT 23.6/3 $982.80; Kayleah Hurst, Slick OK
24.1/3 $778.05; Jayci Lee Byler, Bellville TX 24.4/3 $573.30;
Kallie Deveer, Geismar LA 24.6/3 $368.55; Adi Jo Martin,
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San Tan Valley AZ, Katie Schlang, Lake Charles LA split
24.7/3$102.38 ea

Galf Roping:

Trevor Hale, Perryton TX 25.7/3 $1,260.11; Dylan Hancock,
San Angelo TX 25.8/3 $1,095.75; Cash Fuesz, Eureka

KS 27.9/3 $931.39; Mason Appleton, Copan OK 28.0/3
$767.03; Jake Holmes, Mulberry KS 28.6/3 $602.66; Hous-
ton Shipley, Copan OK 29.3/3 $438.30; Mason Theriot,
Poplarville MS 29.9/3 $273.94; Cash Goble, Dalton GA
30.3/3 $109.58

Steer Wrestling:

Tanner Meier, Garden City KS 13.5/3 $835.20; Garrett
Leatherman, Newark IL, Quinten Freeman, Snyder TX

split 14.6/3 $619.20 ea; Rhett Witt, Valentine NE, Clate
Harwell, Artesia NM split 15.1/3 $331.20 ea; Clay Clayman,
Highlandville MO 15.6/3 $144.00

4:Brodee Snow/Jordan Lovins

5: All Around Trailer Winner, Dylan Hancock
6: Rylee Hardin

7: All Around Trailer Winner, Taylor Cuccurullo
8: Dylan Hancock

- JenningsRodeoPhotography.com

Saddle Bronc:

Statler Wright, Beaver UT 226.0/3 $866.25 ea; Jefferson
Parsons, Springdale AR 144.5/2 $519.75 ea; Benny Proffitt,
Canadian TX 135.0/2 $346.50 ea

Bareback Bronc:

Jacek Frost, Browns Valley CA 230.0/3 $796.50; Luke
Thrash, Bastrop LA 228.5/3 $531.00

Bull Riding: Tate Pollmeier, Fort Scott KS 172.5/2 $600.30;
Caden Bunch, Tahlequah OK 164.5/2 $496.80; Cooper
James, Tooele UT 159.5/2 $393.30; Bradlee Miller, Hunts-
ville TX 79.5/1 5289.80; Riley Calvert, Luther OK 78.5/1
$186.30; Riggen Hughes, Kempner TX 75.0/1 $103.50

Team Roping:

Brodee Snow, Bentonville AR - Jordan Lovins, Canadian TX
21.4/3 $1,213.54; Coy Johnson, Buffalo WY - Jade Espen-
scheid, Big Piney WY 22.8/3 $1,055.25; Kreece Dearing,
Chico TX - Belden Cox, Weatherford TX 23.6/3 $896.96;
Carson Coffelt, Ponce De Leon MO - Roper Goodson,
Holdenville OK 23.7/3 $738.68; Boomer Smith, Pleasanton
TX - Rymond Haby, El Indio TX 24.7/3 $580.39; Clayton
Huston, Decatur TX - Dylan Hancock, San Angelo TX 27.3/3
$422.10; Tyler Espenson, Wildorado TX - Brock Corman,
Canyon TX 31.4/3 $263.81; Owen Clemons, Okeechobee
FL- Cole Clemons, Okeechobee FL 32.9/3 $105.53
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CODY OHL

TIE-DOWN ROPER

INDUCTED 2020
ody Ohl blazed into the ProRodeo
ranks in 1994 by winning Rookie
of the Year and his first trip to the
National Finals Rodeo. The young Texas
roper had been planning his career since
he was 15 and winning National High
School Rodeo awards.

It would take Ohl a few years to win
his first gold buckle. He edged out Fred
Whitfield to capture the 1997 Tie-Down
World Title by $5,031. To prove that first
win was no fluke, Ohl roared through
1998 and captured a second title.

Ohl had another record-setting year in
2001 as he added steer roping and team
roping to his agenda in order to compete
for the All-Around title. In the ninth
round of the Finals, Ohl missed his calf
on the first loop. A second loop caught the
calf by the hind legs. As Ohl dismounted,
he twisted his knee, tearing two major

ligaments. He managed to crawl to the
calf, cut the rope, stand and flank the
calf, and finish the tie with a time of 40.3
seconds. Ohl had to be carried from the
arena by the Justin Sports Medicine
Team. However, he had amassed enough
money earlier in the week to secure both
the tie-down title and the All-Around title.
He accepted both buckles from crutches
on the 10th night.

Not one to stay inactive, Ohl battled
through rehab and was back on the rodeo
trail late in 2002. He continued to win
and qualify for National Finals Rodeos,

capturing his fifth and sixth tie-down
roping titles in 2003 and 2006. He only
missed one Finals appearance between
1994 and 2014. He entered an elite group
when he passed the $3 million earnings
mark in 2012.

World Championships: 6 (tie-down
1997-98, 2001, 2003, 2006; all-around
2001)

Born September 21,
Rosenburg, Texas.

From the Induction:

Due to a staph infection in his leg,
he was represented by Kendra Santos.
Cody roped at 20 National Finals
Rodeos, earning 2 of his six buckles after
obliterating his knee in the ninth round
of the 2001 NFR. It took the better part of
the year to recover from that and he came
back and won two more titles. In his 20
plus years, his earnings of $3.5 million,
second only to Trevor Brazile, makes him
the highest money maker in calf roping
history. He has taken home 55 National
Finals go round buckles.

1973 in
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DEB BACKSTROM
CONTRACT PERSONNEL
INDUCTED 2020

unni Deb Backstrom grew up with

a stopwatch in her hand. No doubt

encouraged by her mother Ellen, a
three-time National Finals Rodeo Secre-
tary and first woman to sit on the PRCA
Board of Directors. At age 13, Backstrom
made her debut as a rodeo secretary in
Augusta, Montana. Since she did not
have an RCA card, she had to receive spe-
cial permission from RCA President Bob
Ragsdale to work the event.

Backstrom joined the RCA in 1968 as
a timer while she was still in high school.
After graduation in 1971, she was issued
a secretary, timer, and contract act card.
Backstrom quickly rose to become one of
the best in the business. She has worked
for many rodeo companies over the years
including Flying U; Kesler, Ltd.; Rafter
G; Jim Shoulders Rodeo Company;
Bad Company; Linger Company; and
B Bar J Rodeo. She joined the Cervi
Championship Rodeo Company fulltime
in 1979. Inthe course of a year, Backstrom
works about 120 performances across the
country at some of the most prestigious
rodeos including Denver, San Antonio,
Houston, Nampa, and Waco.

Backstrom is the most decorated
rodeo secretary in ProRodeo history. She
has won PRCA Secretary of the Year 10
times and WPRA Secretary of the Year
twice. She has also worked the National
Finals Rodeo 17 years as secretary, three
years as timer, and one year as the office
manager. She has also worked four PRCA
Tour Finales.

Backstrom has dedicated her life to the
betterment of the sport of rodeo.

Born May 11, 1953 in Butte, Montana.

From the Induction:

“I’m not good at this, I’'m used to being

in the background. 26 years ago I stood up
here and accepted this award for my mom,
never thought I’d be here again. Things
that are important to me are important to
me. My dad bought his RCA card in 1948.
Mom bought her timers card in 1960.
Dad picked mom up from the hospital
when I was 3 days old and off we went to
Miles City Bucking horse sale. On my birth
certificate, it has a spot for occupation of
the father, he was a professional cowboy.

Mom would give me a stop watch and a
day sheet, I would time the rodeos when |
was 6. By ten, I was in the saddle on a big
black horse carrying the American flag
in the grand entry. At 13, I secretaried
my first rodeo — most rodeo offices were
temporary, many in Montana were in bars.
I took entries and drew stock in a bar at 13
years old.

I did everything from carrying
flags, taking care of the saddle horses,
secretarying rodeos and even driving a
load of bulls through Montana. I ran the
roping chutes, picked up, flanked in flip
flops, ran barrels, and team roped. I was
one of two in the production department at
the first NFR.

That’s what rodeo gave me — my friends
and my family.”

RANDY WITTE
NOTABLE

INDUCTED 2020
andy Witte always had an affinity

for rodeo but didn’t get a chance to
participate in the sport till he went to
Colorado State University, where he ma-
jored in technical journalism and found
the CSU rodeo club. He was befriended
by Jerome Robinson, a sophomore who
was “majoring” in bull riding, and before
long Robinson was tying Witte onto bulls,
offering instruction and encouragement.
Witte enjoyed his days of competition
in college rodeo, and in the Rodeo
Cowboys Association, but he knew early
on his future was as a rodeo writer, rather
than rider. He sold his first magazine
article to Western Horseman in 1968.
“Judging Rodeo’s Bucking Events” was
based on interviews he did with saddle
bronc rider Jim Wise, World Champion
Bull Rider Freckles Brown, and World
Champion Bareback Rider Jim Houston.
While still in college he worked a couple
summers as a cub reporter for the Denver
Post, and got the plum assignment to
cover Cheyenne Frontier Days for the
paper in 1968. Witte was offered the job

as director of the R.C.A.’s Rodeo News

Bureau when he graduated college in
1970, and for the next seven years he
enjoyed publicizing ProRodeo with news
releases, press kits and recorded radio
programs. There was a need for an editor
of Rodeo Sports News in early 1976,
and Witte was able to also get out the
association’s paper for the next two years.

In late 1977, Western Horseman

magazine offered him a job — they
needed someone who could write
knowledgeably about rodeo. He

accepted the offer with one condition —
that the PRCA not be left in a bind when
he left. This was easily granted, and
Witte transitioned gradually from one
office to the other. By then, the R.C.A.
had become the PRCA and Rodeo Sports
News had become ProRodeo Sports
News. Witte continued to write about
rodeo for the next 29 years. During that
time he served as editor, and later, as
publisher of the magazine.

Born January 28, 1948 in Denver,
Colorado.

From the Induction:

“I have many good memories working
in a little red brick building in Denver
50 years ago. I had a job as soon as |
graduated from college. Our biggest day
of the week was Monday; rodeo secretaries
would phone me at home Sunday nightand
I would record the results and I'd go to the
office and I’d bat out a little news release.
When the news release was done, we’d
stuff them in envelopes and send them all
over the country. I had to get the sacks of
mail down to the train station before five.
I never missed a deadline. I covered the
groundbreaking celebration of the PRCA
hall of fame. At the time this was the
first building that went up in this area of
Colorado Springs.”

continued...
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BUTCH KIRBY

BULL RIDER

INDUCTED 2020

ary William Kirby, better known as

Butch, started his rodeo career at

age four when he joined his broth-
ers in a trick riding troupe led by his
mother, Mildred. By 16, he had changed
his specialty to bull riding. Kirby credits
the agility and balance of trick riding as
helping with his transition to rodeo’s
roughest event.

In 1973, Kirby earned his first trip
to the National Finals Rodeo at age 18.
(At the time, the youngest qualifier in
any roughstock event.) It would take
a few more trips to the Finals before
Kirby earned his world title. In 1975,
Kirby and his brothers, Sandy and
Kaye, became the first three brothers
to qualify for a National Finals Rodeo
in the same year. Kirby finally won his
title in 1978 in a battle against reigning
champion Don Gay. He won $15,000
at that Finals, placing him in the top
spot. (In 1978, World Championships
were determined by money won at the
National Finals Rodeo.)

Kirby would make three more trips
to the National Finals Rodeo before
transitioning to his third career in rodeo.
Kirby began judging rodeos to earn money
while recovering from an injury in 1987.
He became a Pro Official in 1993 and
has served in that capacity at many of the
major rodeos in the country. He has been a
National Finals Rodeo Official for 30 years.

Through this long and decorated
career, Kirby has participated in every
major rodeo as either a contract act, bull
rider, or judge.

World Championships: 1 (1978)

Born April 24, 1955 in Woodstown,
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New Jersey.

From the Induction:

My heroes have always been cowboys,
and all my heroes are here in the Hall
of Fame. Mom didn’t realize she was
training me to be a bull rider. I don’t
even know if I was shaving at my first
NFR. Neal and Miss Kay helped me get
on some practice bulls in Mesquite. Neal
nodded for me because he knew I wasn’t
going to nod. I got on a lot of practice
bulls that day.

Mom gave me $50 to go to San Antonio
— ended up third in the world when I left
Houston. By May, I dropped to 14th, and
realized it was hard. Bobby Steiner got
me to the NFR —you’re only as good as the
company you keep. Bobby was great to me.

G-65 GRATED

COCONUT

LIVESTOCK
INDUCTED 2020

-65 Grated Coconut is a testament

to the Born to Buck Breeding pro-

gram of the Calgary Stampede
Ranch. His mother, Coconut Roll, was a
ten-time National Finals Rodeo qualifier.
His sire, Wyatt Earp of Northcott Rodeo,
was voted Saddle Bronc Horse of the Na-
tional Finals Rodeo in 1997 and 1998.

Grated Coconut became a dominant
force during his career. Of his 114 outings,
37 cowboys hit the dirt, 25 scored in first
place, and 29 finished in the money. If a
cowboy was lucky enough to stay aboard
for eight seconds, he usually won money.
His prowess in the arena earned him six
Bareback Horse of the Year titles (2003-
04 and 2006-09), tying with the great
Descent. He also earned six Canadian
Champion Bareback Horse titles (2003-
05 and 2007-09).

Retired at the top of his game in
2010, Grated Coconut is continuing the
Calgary Stampede Ranch Born to Buck
program. Of his children, at least 45
are competing at the top level of rodeo
athletes with several qualifying for
both the National Finals Rodeo and the
Canadian Finals Rodeo.

For a horse feared by many cowboys,
Grated Coconut was very social and
gentle outside the arena. He enjoyed
scratches from the cowboys before
competition and has even let toddlers sit
on his back. Grated Coconut became a
top rodeo animal ambassador. Visitors to
the Calgary Stampede Ranch were able to
socialize with him before watching him
explode into a rodeo arena. The pairing of
his power and intelligence truly made him
one of the great rodeo athletes.

Born 1997 in Hanna, Alberta.

continued...
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JIM SUTTON, JR.
STOCK CONTRACTOR
INDUCTED 2020

ames Sutton, Jr. could have chosen a

very different path at the end of his col-

lege career. The young South Dakotan
was drafted by the Minneapolis Lakers and
he attended their preseason training camp.
However, he believed following his father
and grandfather in the ranching and stock
contracting business made more financial
sense than a basketball career. In 1968,
Sutton joined his father in creating the Sut-
ton Rodeo Company. They supplied stock
from their Onida, S.D., ranch to rodeos
across South Dakota and the Northwest.
By the late 1970s, Sutton was raising more
than 90% of his own bucking stock and de-
veloped a breeding program that is one of
the best in the business. The program has
produced three PRCA Horse of the Year
winners: saddle bronc horse Deep Water
(1979), bareback horse Big Bud (1985),
and saddle bronc horse Chuckulator
(2012). Chuckulator also won Top Saddle
Bronc Horse of the National Finals Rodeo
in 2012. Their horses and bulls won all
three categories at the Badlands Circuit Fi-
nals Livestock of the Year Awards in 2011.
The program has also earned Sutton four
nominations for PRCA Stock Contractor
of the Year.

In 1978, Sutton started the Black
Hills Stock Show and Rodeo. It has been
nominated as Indoor Rodeo of the Year 15
times and won the award twice, 2002 and
2003. To draw attendance to the rodeo,
Sutton created the Wrangler Bull Fights,
the Bailey Bail-Off, World Championship
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Wild Horse Race, Bull Poker, and
Teeter-Totter. Sutton’s pageantry and
showmanship earned him National
Finals Rodeo Opening Ceremony credits
in 1995 and 1996.

Sutton and his wife Julie won the PRCA
Donita Barnes Lifetime Achievement
Award in 2016.

Born April 20, 1935 in Onida, South
Dakota.

From the Induction:

“It all started with my granddad with
a rodeo on the ranch in 1927. We had 60
palomino horses and % of them bucked the
cowboys off. The whole operation is a family
operation —there are three grandsons and a
granddaughter putting on a rodeo while we
are here. Julie couldn’t make the trip and I'd
ask for you to say a prayer for her.”

ELLENSBURG
RODEO

RODEO COMMITTEE
INDUCTED 2020

estled in the center of Washington

State in the Kittitas Valley (land of

plenty and no fighting), Ellensburg
— called ‘the rodeo city’ - has become
one of the top destinations for cowboys
and cowgirls near the end of the regular
PRCA season. The rodeo started in 1923
when local businessmen, farmers, ranch-
ers, and townsmen began to feel the tug of
nostalgia as airplanes, moving pictures,
and automobiles started replacing the
Western lifestyle. The Valley was settled
in the 1870s — the rodeo came out of the
local competition. At the time there were
50,000 head of cattle in the county. The
rodeo will celebrate 100 years next year —
they missed three years, two due to WWII
and last year.

Held over Labor Day Weekend
each year, the Ellensburg Rodeo is an
important stop in the series of Northwest
rodeos, hosting around 400 contestants.

The Ellensburg Rodeo is held on

the historic rodeo grounds at the base
of Craig’s Hill, and the Yakima Indian
Nation has always participated. With
a fulltime population of 21,000, this
“Rodeo City” hosts one of the highest
paying regular season rodeos, paying out
more than $486,000 two years ago. Since
2009, Ellensburg has served as the finale
for the PRCA Xtreme Bulls Tour.

“We started the first PRCA stand alone
single event in 2001(Xtreme Bulls),”
said Rick Cole, the longest serving board
member and arena director. There are
17 people on the committee and three
to four hundred volunteers. “This in an
honor for the community — without the
selfless dedication of all, this event could
not occur.”

The committee has had three Justin
Committeeman of the Year Awards:
Ken MacRae (1998), Joel Smith (2007),
Steve Alder (2013). These awards
highlight the commitment of the 100%
volunteer-run organization. In 1997,
the Ellensburg Rodeo Hall of Fame
Association was founded to preserve the
history and traditions of this nationally
renowned rodeo.

“Being named into the pro rodeo Hall of
Fame is really humbling and a huge honor.
It’s a dream come true. We believe we put
on the best rodeo,” said Jerry Doolin, the
president of the committee, who has been
avolunteer for more than 20 years.
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MARTHA JOSEY
WPRA BARREL RACER

INDUCTED 2020

artha Josey qualified for the Na-

tional Finals Rodeo 11 times on six

different horses across four consec-
utive decades. She won the WPRA barrel
racing world title in 1980 on Sonny Bit O’
Both, the same year the duo also won the
AQHA World Championship, a feat un-
matched at the time of induction.

A highlight of her career was competing
in the rodeo exhibition during the Cultural
Olympiad at the 1988 Winter Olympic
Games in Calgary, Alberta, that pitted the
United States against Canada. Josey would
ride away with an individual bronze medal
and helped Team USA win the team title.

Josey was a true all-around cowgirl
riding bulls, broncs, cutting horses, tying
goats and roping calves while competing
in all-girl rodeos. In 1969, Josey won the
reserve All-Around World Championship
Title in the Girls Rodeo Association.

Not only did she make a name for
herself in the arena but also gave back
to the sport through her countless
clinics. She and husband, R.E. Josey,
started conducting barrel racing clinics
in 1967 at their ranch in Texas and in
1981 began producing an all youth
barrel race aptly named the Josey Jr.
World Championship. Many of WPRA’s
world champions credit Martha Josey
with helping them achieve their goals.
Her clinics grew to average over 2,000
students annually with students ranging
in age from five to 80 and many returned
yearly to participate in the annual Josey
Reunion Barrel Race.

In addition, Martha and R.E. were
involved in creating new and innovative
barrel racing saddles, pads, protective
boots, knot reins, and combination bits.

The result has been increased safety and
barrel racing skills for all barrel racers
throughout the World. No doubt Josey
made a big impact on the sport of barrel
racing.

World Championships: 1 (1980)

Born March 11, 1938 in Longview,
Texas.

From the Induction: “Rodeo is making
America great again — such a great honor.

When I was a little bitty girl, my first
word was I want a horse. My dad was
one of the first four directors of AQHA,
he brought 36 mare to Texas. He passed
away when I was 10 and mother had to
sell all the horses except one old stallion.
I went to a rodeo in Shreveport — saw the
American flag come out and I watched
the barrel racing and knew then that |
belonged in the arena. I wanted to be a
barrel racer. I went home and got on my
dad’s old roping saddle and that stallion
and went to the field to run barrels.

I was trying for my fifth decade of
running at the NFR, when the gateman
shut the gate in front of me. I had a
collapsed lung and other serious injuries
and was in the hospital for three weeks
— said I would never walk or ride again.
That was in March, and I made the short
goin Greeleyin July. =

continued...
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main image: Wilma is ready to ride on a float in a rodeo parade.
- Don Stuart Photography
right page: Benny and Wilma Fulghum. Winning the 1950 New

Mexico State Fair contest gave her confidence and “opened doors to -
people | would have never met otherwise,” she said |
- courtesy of the famil
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Back Whe iy Bucta

WILMA
FULGHAM

Story by Ruth Nicolaus

[ She was very dedicated, true to her faith and
her family and whatever tasks she took on.” ]

ilma Vaughan Fulgham’s stint as the first ever Miss
New Mexico State Fair Queen changed her life.
It put her in the limelight, showed her she didn’t
have to be a wallflower her entire life, and brought
a bit of fun into her life, after having had to work
when her parents divorced.
And it brought people into her life and opened doors that
wouldn’t have been opened, if it hadn’t been for a queen title.
The Clovis, New Mexico woman was the first queen for the

New Mexico State Fair, crowned in 1950, and volunteered her
time with rodeo queen pageants and other service organizations
from then on.

She was born in 1931, the daughter of Lloyd and Pearl
Vaughan, in Farwell, Texas. The family moved to Melrose, New
Mexico, and lived on a small farm. After her parents divorced, she
and her mother and sister moved to Clovis. As a teenager, Wilma
delivered newspapers on horseback.

She graduated from high school in 1948 and was offered a job
at a switchboard. But offices and sitting all day wasn’t her style,
so she worked for the Busy Bee Café, waiting tables, from 6 am
to 2 pm. After that, she headed to the stockyards to help out in
the back pens. She was on horseback, helping with branding and
whatever else needed done with the cattle.

It was while she was there that one of the visiting veterinari-
ans, Dr. E.E. Klaus, encouraged her to enter the state fair queen
contest. She got horsemanship practice through a couple of
professional ropers. World champion Shoat Webster, Troy Fort
and Jack Shipworth kept their horses at the rodeo arena. Some-
one told them Wilma was a good horsewoman, so she got the
job of riding their horses, to exercise them.

At the time, she also met a lady, a member of the Girls Rodeo
Association, who helped her with her riding. Lena Klebold “took
me under her wing and taught me how to set a horse,” Wilma
recalled. “Before that I rode like a sack of potatoes.” Lena also
loaned her clothes, and eventually would introduce Wilma to
her nephew, Benny Fulgham, who would be her husband.

So in 1950, she won the title of Miss New Mexico State Fair
queen, the first time the fair had held a pageant.

continued...
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After that, she was asked to help with
the Pioneer Days rodeo queen pageant,
in Clovis, her hometown. The chamber
of commerce realized the value of hav-
ing a rodeo queen representative for their
town, so Wilma worked with the cham-
ber, preparing young ladies for pageants.

In the ‘50s and ‘60s, each county in the
state could send a girl to run for the state
fair queen contest. Wilma was super-
intendent for the Clovis queen contest,
which has been very successful; Curry
County has had more state fair queens
than any other county.

In those days, the girl who won the New

22 Rodeo News August, 2021 | rodeonews.com

above: The 1962 Clovis, N.M. rodeo parade with
New Mexico State Fair Queens. From left to right:
Linda Hammond (1962); Lynetta Crenshaw (1959-60);
Kay Green (1956); Jo Marie Monroe (1955); Barbara
Hendrix (1954); and Wilma Vaughan Fulgham (1950).
left: Wilma was the first ever Miss New Mexico State
Fair queen, in 1950, which evolved into the Miss
Rodeo New Mexico title

- courtesy of the family

below: Wilma stands with Buddy and Greer Garson
Fogelson as they arrived at a rodeo. Buddy, a Texas
oilman and rancher, and his wife Greer, a Hollywood
actress, owned the Forked Lightning Ranch, which is
now part of the Pecos National Historical Park.

- C.E. Redman

Mexico State Fair queen title automati-
cally went on to represent the state at the
Miss Rodeo America (MRA) pageant. But
that girl got very little help from the state
fair, as she prepared to run for MRA. So
Wilma and other women got together in
the 1960s and started the New Mexico
Rodeo Queen association, patterned after
what other states were doing.

As a state director, Wilma helped orga-
nize the state pageant, and after each year’s
queen was selected, she helped ready the
young lady for the national pageant.

She served as president of the Miss
Rodeo New Mexico Association for sev-
eral decades, scheduling appearances for
the state queen, raising money for her to
travel, and connecting queens with peo-
ple who would be helpful throughout and
beyond their reign.

She soon became involved at the nation-
al level in the 1970s with the MRA contest
when the National Finals Rodeo was in
Oklahoma City. She served on a variety
of committees, all volunteer, on the media
committee, the hospitality committee, and
the contestants’ scrapbook committee.

It was Wilma who made sure people
were taken care of and connections were
made. She made sure the newly crowned
MRA would be introduced to the media
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in the press room during the NFR. She
made sure MRA programs and informa-
tion were put in each VIP box at the NFR,
and she brought results from each round
of the NFR to the candidates, for anyone
who wanted that information. And each
year she would take at least thirty pounds
of her “world famous” homemade peanut
brittle to the media and hospitality rooms,
for everyone to enjoy!

She organized a breakfast, working
with the Fellowship of Christian Cow-
boys, for pageant candidates and their
families, with speakers, faith-oriented
music, and gifts of Bibles to the pageant
contestants.

Raeana Wadhams, past executive di-
rector of the MRA association, worked
with Wilma, beginning when Raeana met
her in the mid’70s.

She noted that Wilma was not scared to
vote against the grain, if there was some-
thing in an MRA business meeting that
she didn’t agree with. But if she was in the
minority, she went along with the major-
ity. “She never complained,” Raeana said.

She was always reliable and did what
was asked of her, Raeana said. “Any
time I’d ask her to do anything, I could
always count on her. If she said she
would do it, [ never had to